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“There are still far too many people in the EU who 

do not know that they can influence European 

politics with the European Citizens' Initiative. ... 

That is why we are disappointed.”

Bruno Kaufmann, Initiative & Referendum Institute Europe
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What is European Citizens' Initiative?

EUROPEAN
- A European citizens' initiative is an invitation to the European 

Commission to propose legislation on matters where the EU 
has competence to legislate.

CITIZENS'
- A citizens' initiative has to be backed by at least one million EU 

citizens, coming from at least 7 out of the 28 member states.

INITIATIVE
- A minimum number of signatories is required in each of those 7 

member states.
  



“A European citizens' initiative is an invitation to 
the European Commission to propose 
legislation on matters where the EU has 
competence to legislate. A citizens' initiative has 
to be backed by at least one million EU citizens, 
coming from at least 7 out of the 28 member 
states. A minimum number of signatories is 
required in each of those 7 member states.”

http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/public/basic-facts
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www.ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative



http://ec.europa.eu/citizens-initiative/files/guide-eci-en.pdf



 

Croatia: 9.000



How to sign up to an initiative? (1)



How to sign up to an initiative? (2)



ECI overview

17 open initiatives (8 with deadline for collection 1.10.)

3 initiatives meet criteria 1 million + 7 member states

6 initiatives have been withdrawn by organisers

12 initiatives refused by European Commission (1 
initiative registered in 2nd attempt)



Successful ECI in collecting signatures (1)
Water and sanitation are a human right!

www.right2water.eu 

1.857.605 signatures; 13 MS surpassed the quorum  

1.365.839 signatures from Germany

100.000 € funding



Successful ECI in collecting signatures (2)
One of us 

www.oneofus.eu

1.534.276 signatures; 17 MS surpassed the quorum

524.318 signatures from Italy

50.000 € funding 



Successful ECI in collecting signatures (3)
Stop vivisection!

www.stopvivisection.eu

1.040.220 e-signatures; 10 MS surpassed the quorum

564.362 signatures from Italy

14.501€ funding 



Visualisation of signatures by country
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ECI in digital world 

ECI's multilingual and multimedia on-line presence

Social media e.g. Facebook and Twitter integral part of 
on-line campaign 

Majority of signatures collected via Online Collection 
System developed by European Commission:

- Right2water: 1.547.859 on-line signatures (82%)

- Stop Vivisection: 1.040.220 on-line signatures

- Basic Income: 112.752 on-line signatures (96,8%)

Signing up on paper still important:

- One of us: 829.768 paper signatures (60%)



ECI public sphere

www.iri-europe.org/european-citizens-initiative

www.citizens-initiative.eu

www.initiative.eu

www.evropske-pobude.si

http://gef.eu/publication/european-citizens-initiative-
updated-edition/

www.citizenhouse.eu/index.php?
option=com_content&view=article&id=42&Itemid=123&la
ng=en
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Case presentation: ECI for Basic Income

Asking the Commission, to encourage cooperation 
between the Member States aiming to explore the 
Unconditional Basic Income (UBI) as a tool to improve 
their respective social security systems. 

Members of citizens' committee from Austria, France, 
Germany, Italy, Greece, Netherlands and Slovenia.

4th highest no. of collected signatures; SLO and CRO 
surpassed the quorum

Collecting signatures on-line 

Deadline for collection 14th January 2014

www.basicincome2013.eu







Collecting signatures

Starting in March 2013

Web site development

Press release

Facebook, Twitter and You Tube profile

On-line and off-line promotion

Mass media targeting 

Core team coordination via Facebook and meetings

Voluntary based (no funding so far)











Collecting signatures workflow
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Obstacles when collecting signatures

Many people do not know about Universal Basic Income 
idea

Many people do not know about European Citizens 
Initiative (“What is the difference between ECI and other 
on-line petitions I sign every day?”)

Distrust in Online Collection System (personal data, 
digital privacy)

Doubtful whether signatures will have an impact (distrust 
in EU institutions, ECI will not collect enough signatures, 
long running procedure,...)

Also: people not having time to sign up, not having 
personal ID etc.



Success factors for ECI 

Proposed ECI subject-matter is “hot” topic (an important 
public or political issue at the EU and national level)

Pan-European dimension

In line with values/expectations of EU citizens

Media attention/coverage (national level)

Excellent organization of citizens' committee at the EU 
and national level (manpower, finance, internet etc.)

Efficient collection in big MS (Germany, Spain, Poland 
etc.)

ECI subject-matter awareness-rising (e.g. celebrities 
support)

Willingness of citizens to sign on-line (e-participation)



After 1 million signatures is collected...

The first 8 ECIs deadline for collection is 1st November

ECI organizers get statements of support certified by 
national authorities within 3 months

The Commission examines initiative and replies within 3 
months.

First replies expected in the spring 2014

If the Commission approves initiative, then the legislative 
procedure starts (political question)

Revision of ECI procedure expected in 2015



THANK YOU!

simon.delakorda@inepa.si

www.inepa.si / www.inepa.si/english 

facebook.com/zavod.inepa

twitter.com/Institut_INePA

si.linkedin.com/in/simondelakorda



15 minutes break (2 jokes about EU)

How the EU works: In Germany, they make the rules, in Britain, they 
obey the rules, in France, they bend the rules, in Spain, they break 
the rules and in Italy they have no rules at all.

SOCIALISM: You have two cows. State takes one and give it to 
someone else. COMMUNISM: You have two cows. State takes both 
of them and gives you milk. FASCISM: You have two cows. State 
takes both of them and sell you milk. CAPITALISM: You have two 
cows. You sell one and buy a bull. EUROPEAN FEDERALISM: You 
have two cows which you cannot afford to keep because of milk 
imported from a member state with cheaper labour. So you apply for 
financial aid from the European Union to subsidise your cows and 
are granted enough to carry on working them. You then sell your 
milk at the original high price to some government-owned distributor 
which then dumps your milk onto the market at the price that drove 
you to subsidies to make Europe competitive.



How to create ECI grass-roots campaign?

Goal: To prepare and present a plan for grass-roots 
campaign for ECI (1 million signatures + 7 MS in 12 
months)

Plan: ECI title, key message, target groups, dissemination 
activities, signatures collection activities and campaign 
coordination (January 2014 – January 2015)

Workflow: 3 groups with 7 members (Citizens' committee) 
each member presenting its own country

Group 1: Media Pluralism in Europe 

Group 2: End Ecocide in Europe

Group 3: Dairy Cow Welfare in Europe

Time: 20 minutes for preparing the plan

5 minutes for presentation
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